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Philippe Robert (health domain) is professor of Psychiatry at the 
Nice School of Medicine, Director of the Nice Memory Centre for 
Care and Research (CMRR), Director of the Cognition, Behaviour 
& Technology Unit (CoBTeK) at the University of Nice-Sophia 
Antipolis, and coordinator of the French National Alzheimer data 
bank. His domains of expertise include behavioral and 
psychological symptoms of dementia, apathy assessment and 
treatment, and the use of new technologies for diagnosis and 
stimulation in elderly people. Philippe Robert is with Nicholas 
Ayache the coordinator of the IdexJedi MNC3 project.	

 

	Valeria Manera (health and research domain) is a 
postdoctoral fellow at the INRIA (STAR team) and the 
CoBTeK unit of the University of Nice-Sophia Antipolis 
(France). She has a Master degree in Clinical Psychology 
and a PhD in Cognitive Science. She spent long research 
periods at the University of Leuven (Belgium) and at the 
Stanford Psychophysiology Laboratory (California). Her 
domains of expertise include biological motion perception, 
emotion recognition and regulation in different 
neuropsychiatric pathologies, the use of Virtual Reality in 
older adults, and dementia prevention.  

	

Joseph Sfeir (business domain) is Director of Business 
Development at LitePoint, California. Joseph brings 10 
years of international experience in engineering, marketing 
and business development for high tech companies. He is 
also an active investor in medical startup. He holds an 
MBA and a degree in Electronic engineering. 
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Nicholas Ayache (technology domain) is Research Director 
at INRIA where he leads the ASCLEPIOS project-
team whose research activities are focusing on the Analysis 
and Simulation of Biomedical Images. This includes the 
analysis of medical and biological images with advanced 
geometrical, statistical, physical and functional models, the 
simulation of physiological systems with computational 
models built from biomedical images and other signals, and 
the application of these tools to medicine and biology to 
better assist prevention, diagnosis and therapy of diseases. 
Nicholas Ayache is with Philippe Robert the coordinator of the 
IdexJedi MNC3 project.	

François Brémond (technology domain) is a Research 
Director at INRIA Sophia Antipolis. He created the STARS 
team on the 1st of January 2012. He obtained his Master 
degree from ENS Lyon. He has conducted research work in 
video understanding since 1993 both at Sophia-Antipolis and 
at USC (University of Southern California), LA. In 1997 he 
obtained his PhD degree from INRIA in video understanding 
and he obtained in 2007 his HDR degree (Habilitation à 
Diriger des Recherches) from Nice University on Scene 
Understanding: perception, multi-sensor fusion, spatio-
temporal reasoning and activity recognition. He is co-director 
of CoBTeK team. 

	

	

Thomas M. Krummel (health domain, Biodesign expert) is 
Emile Holman Professor and Chair Emeritus with the 
Department of Surgery at Stanford University School of 
Medicine, as well as Co-Director of the Stanford Byers Center 
for Biodesign and Chair of the international Scientific 
Committee of the IHU at IRCAD in Strasbourg. His research 
interests are in fetal healing, cellular and biochemical 
mechanisms, and surgical innovation. He has also been a 
pioneer in the application of information technology to enhance 
the quality and safety of surgical education and reduce its cost. 
In collaboration with computer scientists, engineers and 
industry he has participated in the development of several 
surgical trainers and has begun the systematic study of their 
use and efficacy in surgical education. For this work he 
received a 1999 Smithsonian Information Technology 
Innovators Award. 



	

	

	

	

	

Renaud DAVID (health domain) is physician at the Nice 
University  memory Center. He received his MD in psychiatry 
from the Nice School of Medicine and his PhD in biology from 
the Nice Sophia Antipolis University. His fields of expertise are 
the behavioral and psychological symptoms in neuroses 
entertainers disorders, the movement analysis (actimetry), and 
the use of information and communication technologies for the 
early diagnosis and the non pharmacological management of 
cognitive disorders in elderly subjects. 

	Magali Dupetit (business domain) received her PhD in political 
sciences at the IEP of Paris. She is at present consultant/analyst 
for different French administrations (AFD, ADEME, Ministry of 
Environment). Specifically, she works on the management of the 
relationships with developing countries (such as China) and on 
environmental issues.   

 

Florence Askenazy (health domain) is professor in pediatric 
psychiatry at the University of Nice, head of the University 
Department of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry (SUPEA) at 
Children’s Hospitals of Nice CHU-Lenval, and director of 
the Autism Resources Center (CRA PACA) of Nice. She 
coordinates the research group of pediatric psychiatry within the 
team CoBTeK. She is the PI of several national academic 
multicentric projects, and works on clinical, translational and ICT 
research in the domains of autism, early onset schizophrenia 
and psychopharmacology. 

 

 

Jeanick Brisswalter is full professor at the university of Nice Sophia 
Antipolis, in France and Vice president of the research council of the 
University of Nice Sophia Antipolis. Following a PhD in Physiology in 
Paris V University in France, J Brisswalter served as researcher in the 
research department of the National Institute of Sports Expertise and 
Performance (INSEP). He integrates the University as full professor at 
the University of Poitiers in 1994.  Then, he was Full Professor at the 
University of Toulon and Head of the Sports Ergonomics laboratory for 
over 10 years, before joining the University of Nice Sophian Antipolis 
where he was head of the laboratory of Human Performance 
Education and Health until 2014. J Brisswalter has authored over 150 
peer reviewed journal articles on physiological and cognitive factors 
improving sports performance. 
His research interests include locomotion efficiency, interaction 
between cognitive and physiological processes, recovery strategies, 
performance in Masters athletes and more recently nutritional aspects 
of cognition during exercise.  

 

 



	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

Susanne Thummler (health domain) is a pediatric neurologist 
working in the University Department of Child and Adolescent 
Psychiatry (SUPEA) at Children’s Hospitals of Nice CHU-
Lenval. After specialisation in pediatrics she obtained University 
diplomas in Pediatric Neurology and Clinical Neurophysiology. 
She proposes a specialised consultation for neurologic disorders 
with psychiatric expression, and coordinates the pediatric and 
neurological care within the SUPEA and the Autism Ressources 
Center of Nice. She validated her experience in fondamental 
research with a PhD thesis and a post-doctoral fellowship in 
neurosciences, thus working with Michel Lazdunski at IPMC 
(Sophia-Antipolis, France). Together with Florence Askenazy 
she coordinates the research group of Child and Adolescent 
Psychiatry within CoBTeK. 

Marco Lorenzi (technology domain) is a tenured research 
scientist (CR2) at Université Côte d’Azur, Inria Sophia Antipolis. 
He obtained his PhD from the University of Nice in 2012, and 
from 2014 to 2016 worked as research associate in the Centre 
for Medical Image Computing of the Biomedical Engineering 
Department of University College London, UK. His research 
interest is in the development of computational and statistical 
methods for the joint analysis of biomedical data and brain 
images, with application to the study of neurodegenerative 
disorders. He is also interested in the statistical analysis of 
clinical trials data, time-series analysis, and in the latest 
advances in machine learning for the analysis of high 
dimensional data. 

Julien Gaertner has a Ph.D in History. He is now project 
manager at the University of the Côte d'Azur (France), and 
lecturer in screenwriting and film studies at the Paris Institute of 
Political Studies. He's also the author and director of several 
documentary and feature films. 



	

Rémy Ramadour (technology and business domain) holds a 
Master degree (2006) in Philosophy and a Master degree in 
Mathematics (2011). He is the CEO of the Start-up Ullo 
developping technology for the eldelies. He has ongoing 
collaborations with the Inria, the University of La Rochelle, and 
the Cobtek laboratory. His topics of research include signal 
processing, cognitive sciences and IoT for health. 

	


